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RESPONSE TO OFFICE 
COMMUNICATION 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Communication mailed on February 9, 2006, Applicants 
provide the following comments which clarify the meaning of the phrase "absorption 
atelectasis, " 

Absorption atelectasis is a well understood phrase in the medical arts. It refers to 
the tendency for airways in the lungs to collapse when proximally obstructed. When an airway 
is obstructed, the gasses in the lung region distal to the obstruction will be absorbed into the 
bloodstream. As the airway is obstructed, replacement gasses will not enter the obstructed, 
isolated regional lung, and that isolated region will collapse. The process of absorption 



PATENT 

Attorney Docket No, : 01 7534-000730US 



atelectasis, however, is slowed by the presence of nitrogen in the air. Nitrogen is poorly soluble 
in plasma, and thus is absorbed more slowly than soluble gases, such as oxygen. Thus, by 
washing the isolated region of a lung with an oxygen-rich gas, as described and claimed in the 
present application, the process of atelectasis will be promoted and the time needed to achieve 
lung collapse (which is the objective of the present application) will be decreased. 

If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of 
this application, please telephone the undersigned at 650-326-2400. 
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/Jamejs M. Heslin 
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San Francisco, California 941 1 1-3834 
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